MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCILMEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON MONDAY, 13th JANUARY 2025 AT 7.30 p.m.

Present:         Councillor Mrs. H.M. Cains
                                                 D.A. Cook
                                                 R.J. Cotham     (Chairman) 
                                                 M.J. Edwards
                                         Mrs. E.M. Holding                 
                                          Ms.  C.A. Holland 
                                                  D. Hyde                                         
                                                  K. Moseley
                                           Ms. L. Patel                                  
                                                  M.J. Plumb
                                                  P.J. Wade
                                                  B. Walker-Drew
  
Also present: Mr. M. Ferguson, 16 members of the public                
                                                         
[bookmark: _Hlk157894588]Apologies: Shropshire Councillor Colin Taylor, Mr. P. Pickerill
                   
                     
            DECLARATION OF DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS
     	Councillor D.A. Cook declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in agenda item 2 as he was a resident of The Paddock and would not take part in the discussion.

MINUTES of the meeting held on 9th December 2024, having been distributed to all 
                  councillors, were confirmed and signed.	

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
01/25 Potential filming location
	The Chairman invited Mr. Ferguson to update the Council regarding his search for suitable locations to shoot an adaptation of the novel “Murder Before Evensong” written by the Revd. Richard Coles for Channel 5.  

	Mr. Ferguson confirmed Lighthouse Productions will be filming in Claverley on 30th January and 14th and 17th February in the centre of Claverley around the old Post Office, the tearoom and the church.  Filming hours will be approximately 8am to 6pm on each day and the flow of traffic will be managed necessitating some temporary road closures.  A letter informing householders will be delivered.  Every effort will be made to cause the minimum disruption.

	The Chairman thanked Mr. Ferguson who then left the meeting.	
  	
 02/25 Village Facility Movements
	As Councillor Cook had declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in this item, he wished to make a statement before leaving the meeting.

	Councillor Cook acknowledged the financial position of the Village Hall with solvency of between 2 and 3 years and understood the need of the Surgery to expand and have appropriate
	car parking.  He thought careful consideration should be given as to whether these two facilities should be kept.

	The Chairman had met residents of The Paddock and those living along Aston Lane opposite the two fields in front of the school as it had been suggested this might be a suitable site to relocate the Village Hall and the Surgery.

	Councillor Cook stressed that residents of The Paddock treasured their present rural outlook.  He had serious concerns that a new Surgery would be sizeable with 8 consulting rooms with double the current number of patients as it would also cover Trysull and Seisdon. This would greatly increase traffic movements.  He considered a Surgery of this size should be located by a main road not in a village with narrow access lanes.	

	Councillor Cook concluded by saying there was a risk of the Village Hall being a white elephant and he did not have any confidence in the suggestion of relocating the Surgery and. the Village Hall.

	Councillor Cook left the meeting.

	The Chairman raised the question as to whether the parish wanted to keep a surgery and a village hall given the latter’s current lack of use and financial viability.  He then asked councillors for their comments on this and the landowner’s response to a draft plan for Aston Lane.

	Councillor Edwards stated the owner of the fields would not be gifting anything and that the Cricket Club would not be any more viable on this site than its current site.

	Councillor Cains agreed with Councillor Edwards’s comments.  It appeared the landowner was expecting the Parish Council to do all the work.

	Councillor Hyde also agreed with Councillor Edwards and Councillor Cains.  He expressed concerns about the possible size of the Surgery and the resulting traffic as did Councillor Walker-Drew.

	Councillor Moseley thought the landowner should submit an outline planning application with a Design and Access Statement.

	The Chairman stated the freehold of the community benefit features should be in the Parish Council and community’s control to safeguard them in perpetuity for the benefit of the parish.

	The Chairman suspended Standing Orders to allow the members of the public to participate in this agenda item.  

	Mr. Hollinghead thought other sites should be looked at.

	Mrs. Rouwenhorst expressed disappointment at councillors’ negative thoughts.

	Councillor Holland thought the whole village should think about what is required and put forward ideas.

	Councillor Walker-Drew asked if the Village Hall had identified what villagers wanted.	

	A response will be sent to the landowner.

	Action: Clerk to check with SALC whether it was permissible to publish approved minutes on social media.
	Councillor Cook returned to the meeting.
		
	The 16 members of the public left the meeting.
 
 03/25	Claverley in Bloom
	An update on Claverley in Bloom activities had been circulated to councillors.

The winter planting will be removed in early May when the Bull Ring planter refurbishment will commence.
.
Clearance of the school field footpath/orchard had commenced and it was hoped to complete the work by early February to enable the laying of the new hedge.  The fruit trees which had been removed will be replaced

A quiz night will be held at The Plough on 5th March.

Mr. Pickerill had provided four quotations for the new noticeboard.  After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Wade, seconded by Councillor Walker-Drew and agreed by the Council to order option 1 at a cost of £1393.00 plus delivery and VAT.  It was suggested the original noticeboard was re-sited in the Griffiths Green area.

	Finalisation of the Claverley in Bloom Constitution was deferred to the February meeting.
	Action:  Councillor Cains would circulate the draft Constitution to councillors 

  04/25 QEII Jubilee Field
 Councillor Cook reported that moles were again causing problems.  The Headteacher had arranged for this to be dealt with during the half term holiday.

 05/25 Shipley Quarry
The Chairman informed the meeting there was nothing to report.

 06/25 Bonfire and Fireworks event 
Councillor Walker-Drew reported a profit of £5540.29 had been made.  A request for suggestions as to how the profit could be used for community purposes will be made in ‘Halo’ and on social media.

 07/25 Christmas Lights
          	The Christmas lights will be taken down on Sunday, 26th January.
	Action: Clerk to write to householders asking for their vehicles to be moved from High Street and the Bull Ring whilst the work was undertaken and to book refreshments for the volunteers at The Crown.

 08/25	PLANNING
New Application 
25/00025/TCA Crown reduce by 50 percent 2no. Common Ash within Claverley 
     Conservation Area, Courts House, Church Street, Claverley. 
The Parish Council did not wish to request a Tree Preservation Order on the grounds of public amenity value on the trees.                   
                    




 09/25  UNITARY REPORT
Shropshire Councillor Taylor had asked the Clerk to report in his absence that there was no progress on Shipley Quarry Liaison Committee.  Shropshire Council’s consultation on the Budget was ongoing and people were urged to submit their comments.

[bookmark: _Hlk181198183][bookmark: _Hlk145616809][bookmark: _Hlk139394924]10/25  FINANCIAL MATTERS
The draft budget for 2025/2026 would be discussed at the February meeting.

Shropshire Council has advised that in order to show a 0% increase in the Band D Council 
Tax charge on the 2025/2026 Council Tax Demand Notices, Claverley’s precept would need 
to be £25,876 compared to £25,181 requested in 2024/2025.  After discussion it was proposed by Councillor Cook, seconded by Councillor Wade and agreed by the Council to precept for £25,876.
Action:  Clerk to inform Shropshire Council a precept of £25,876 was required for
2025/2026. 

   11 /25 PARISH MATTERS
Councillor Wade reported that the street light (column 3) Aston Lane was working intermittently.
Action:  Clerk to inform E.ON

Drains along Aston Lane were blocked and leaves had accumulated on the pavement between Griffiths Green and Orchard Close.

Potholes required repair at Lawn Turns, outside Clare Cottage and several in Church Street.
The trench on the side of the road from Digbeth Lane to Hopstone had not been repaired.
The gullies at Lower Hopstone were blocked.
Action:  Clerk to inform Shropshire Highways.

The Clerk had been informed the light emitted from the street light (column 2) Spicers Close was causing loss of sleep for a resident.
Action:  Clerk to ask EON if something could be done to reduce the glare from the lantern. 

Councillor Cook raised concerns about the steps down to the churchyard.

Councillor Hyde had noticed there was now a container in the field near the Boycott Arms.

  12/25 CORRESPONDENCE
	Community Charter Priorities 
The Parish Council had been asked by West Mercia Police to review the current Community Charter priorities.
Action:  Clerk to confirm the priorities remain the same – theft from farms, theft from dwellings and speeding.

	Mobile Coverage Issues in Claverley
Kelly Clothier, Project Manager, Atlas Tower Group, had enquired whether the Parish Council would like a Microsoft Teams meeting to discuss the Atlas Tower Group’s proposals.
Action:  Clerk to suggest Monday, 10th February.

	Shropshire Council Budget Consultation 2025/2026
	Information on Shropshire Council’ budget consultation had been forwarded to councillors.
	The consultation runs until 26th January.
	Application for alleged public bridleways in the parishes of Bobbington and Claverley
	A Cross Border Application had been made in 2024 to add a public bridleway in the parishes 
of Bobbington and Claverley (Ref. LN650G). A response had been made and the Parish Council did not support the addition of the applied for routes as public bridleways to the Definitive Map. Staffordshire Council had received further evidence and Councillor Cotham had put forward a suggestion which might be a compromise between the landowners and the British Horse Society which would be preferable to going to a Public Enquiry.

	Green Spaces and Active Travel Fund - Wellbeing Benches
SALC had informed town and parish councils of a potential project to support the improved health and wellbeing of local communities by offering subsidized bench/es.  Through the Shropshire Green Spaces and Active Travel Fund the project hopes to be able to provide a bench/es at a cost of £100 each with the balance coming from the Fund.
Action:  Clerk to submit an expression of interest.

13 /25 REPRESENTATIVES’ REPORTS	 
	There were no reports from representatives.

 14/25 PAYMENTS
By cheque:  
Chq. no. 001904 The Plough Inn – gift voucher………………...………………….. £100.00
               001905 Mrs. G.M. Price – reimbursement for cost of Broadband
                                -    07/10/24 to 06/01/25                                         £127.48
                                     Wombourne Computer – computer repair         £40.00           £167.48
               001906 Mrs. G.M. Price – Clerk’s salary for third quarter
                                     2024/2025 (weeks 14-26)……………………………….........£889.35  
               001907 HM Revenue & Customs - PAYE for third quarter 2024/2025….. .£101.20 

It was proposed by Councillor Holding, seconded by Councillor Cains and agreed by the Council to approve the above payments. 
                      
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting at 9.37 p.m. 
         
             Date of next meeting: Monday, 10th February 2025 at 7.30 p.m. in the Village Hall.            
